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| DECLARATION OF FAITH 
WE BELIEVE 
pint In the verbal inspiration of the 
e. 

2. In — Agee eternally existin 
three persons; namely, the Father, 
Son, and H Holy Ghost. 

Christ is the only 


3. a Jesus 
begotten Son of the Father, con- 
-— of the my Ghost, and born 

Be Ba That Jesus was 
ounen juried, ‘and raised from 
the dead; that He ascended to heav- 
en and is today at the right hand of 
the Father as the Intercessor. 

4. That all have sinned and — 
short of the glory of God, and tha 
repentance is commanded of God 4 

_ necessary for forgiveness of 


5. That justification, regenera- 
tion, and the new birth are wrought 
by faith in the blood of Jesus Christ. 

6. In pong ees subsequent to 
the new birth, ugh faith in the 
blood of Christ: ~~ h the Word, 


~ , ¥ 8. Holy Lays 
be God’s standard 
of “itving for His people 
8. the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost sul uent to a clean heart. 
with other tongues 
. mg Spirit aives utterance, and 
that it is the initial anee of the 

baptism of the mn ng 
0. In water ba a immer- 
sion, and all who repent should be 
baptized in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy 


host. 
11. Divine pees is provided for 


* in the atonemen 
ee by 4 Lord's , = and 
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EASTER PRAYER. 


Help us to find a cross somewhere, 

Since it is Easter day, 

Where we may nail the foolish fears 

That we should throw away. 

ae dear God, that bright green 
rain 

Will always come with spring 

There will be sunlight on old fields— 

Keep us remembering! 


May we forget the petty trials, 
Dreams gone, brief hurt, deep loss; 
And turn where lilies climb the air 
To hide a bleeding cross. 
For hope is born when lilacs bloom 
Rain—sweet in early spring, 
And faith that found an empty tomb 
Can conquer anything! 

—Helen Welshimer. 


MACEDONIAN CALL 
Next Issue of Evangel 
April 19 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 
ARIZONA CAMP MEETING AND 
CONVENTION 

TIME—April 21-27 

aro Phoenix Church 
oO 

NIGHT SPEAKER—Rev. H. B. 
Ramsey, state Overseer of 
California 

PLANS—To have the greatest 
meeting in the history of the 


State 
oe one! 
all! 
State Overseer, Y. W. Kidd, P. O. 
Box 2613, Phoenix, Arizona 


HOTELS IN INDIANAPOLIS 
Available to 44th General Assembly 


ANTLERS HOTEL, 750 N. Meridian St.: 
Rooms. Rates—Si ingle $4.25 4 Double $6.25 
up; Twin Bed Rooms $8.50 & $10.50; Suites 
si. 00 & $16.00 

ARNES HOTEL, 233 amie Place: 200 
a. Ra 7 $2.50 to $4.50; Double 
$3.50 to $6.00; n Bed Rooms $6.00 to 9.00. 

BARTON HOTEL. 505 N. Delaware St.: 150 
Rooms. Rates—Single $2.75; Double $4. to 
$5.00; Twin Bed Rooms and Suites $6.00. 

BREVORT HOTEL, 207 N. Illinois St.: 100 

ms. Rates—Single $2.00 to $3.50; Double 
$3.00 to $5.00. 

a a HOTEL, Washington and _ Illinois 

eets: 600 Rooms. Rates—Single $4.60 to 
$8.00; Double $6.30 to $10.35; Twin Bed Rooms 
$6.90 to $11.50; Suitcs $17.25 to $23.00; Studio 
Suites $11.50. 

DEARBORN HOTEL, 3208 E. Michigan St.: 
70 Rooms. Rates—Single $2.00 to $3.00; Double 
$3.00 to $5.00. 


GRAYLYNN HOTEL, 1043 N. Pennsylvania 
St.: 75 be gy rg — Double 


$6.00 up; Twin Bed Room -— $7.00 
HARRISON HOTEL, 51.N. Ca ital “Ave.: 200 
; Double 


Come 











; Double $4.50 to 


50; Twin Bed Rooms $5.50. 
KIRKWOOD HOTEL 327 E. Washington St.: 
100 Rooms. yn $2.50 to $4. yd Double 
$4.00 to $6.00; Twin Bed Rooms $5.00 to $7.50. 
LINCOLN HOTEL, 117 W. Washington St.: 
ms. Rates—Single Bean 00 to $9.00; Double 
Twin Bed Rooms $8.50 to $12.00; 


. Illinois St.: 300 
Rates—Single $2.00 to $5.00; Double 
Twin Bed Rooms $6.50 and $7.50. 
12 Capitol Ave.: 100 
tes—Single $2.00 to $4.00; Double 
a n Red Rooms, $3.00 to $6.00. 
Units. mg $6.00 up; Double $8.00 up; 
Twin Bed S $8.00; eg from $10.00. 
NEW ENGLISH HOTEL, 6 W. yo St. 
100 Rooms. Rates—Single $2.00 1 00 to $3.50; Double 
.00 to $6.00; Twin Bed Rooms $5.00 $7.00; 
Suites from $7.50. 
(Continued on page 3) 
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44th GENERAL 
« ASSEMBLY 


Will convene in large Coliseum 


August 14-17 


First service Thursday night, the 
Thursday, August 14. 


MINISTERS’ COUNCIL 


Will convene in small auditorium 
near Coliseum. Begins 9 a. m., 
Tuesday, August 12; ends 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, August 14. 












NORTH MERIDIAN 


SOUTH MERIDIAN 
MADISON AVE 








April 12, 1952 
















THE COLISEUM 


This map shows routes of Indiana and U. 8S. Highways enter- 
ing and leaving Indianapolis. Large dot on 38th Street shows lo- 
cation of fair grounds and Coliseum. 


- 


The 44th General Assembly of the Church of God 
will convene August 14-17 in the large Coliseum at 
the fair grounds in Indianapolis, Indiana. Make your 
plans now to attend this great gathering. Some of 
the finest people in the world will be there to worship 
the Lord with you. You will meet many ~—_ who 
have been saved and added to the Church since the 
last General Assembly held in Birmingham in 1950. 

There will be plenty of room to park your house 
trailer a short distance from the Coliseum, should you 
want to use that as your abode during the Assembly 
There are two large dormitories, one for boys and 
one for girls, with large rooms and double-deck beds. 
If you bring your pillow and — linens, you — 
sleep for 50c a night. There is plenty of room to — 
your car, and you can ride to your hotel and back 
for 25c. There are cafeterias close by to feed all 
the people. 

Name, addresses, and rates of the hotels are printed 
(on page 2) so you can write for your reservations. 
You should have confirmation of your reservation. 
Write directly to the hotel. If you need to contact the 
local committee, the chairman is Rev. C. R. Spain, 
Box 831, Indianapolis 6, Indiana. 








HOTELS (Continued from page 2) 


PENNSYLVANIA HOTEL, 947 N. Pennsylvania St.: 60 Rooms. 
Rate—Single $3.50; Double $5.00; Twin Bed Rooms $6.00. 

PLAZA HOTEL, 231 N. Capitol Aev.: 150 Rooms. Rates—Single 
$2.00 to $3.50; Double $3.00 to $4.50; Twin Bed —-_ $5.00. 

, ¥ > HOTEL, - West 16th St.: 100 Rooms. Te 
$2.50 to $4.00; Double $4.00 and $5.00; Twin Bed Rooms $5.50 to 


$7.00. 
SEVERIN HOTEL, 155 West 16th St.: 100 Rooms. Rates—Single 
50 to $9.00; Double $6.50 to $12.00; Twin Bed Rooms $8.50 to 


5 SHEFFIELD INN N. Pennsylvania St.: 90 Rooms. Rates— 
le $3.50 to $5.00; , a® $6.00 to $8.00; Twin Bed Rooms $7.00 


S 00. 
SPINK ARMS HOTEL, 410 N. Meridian St.: 300 rooms. Rates— 
Single $3.50 to 00; Double $6.00 to $12.00; Twin Bed Rooms 


m $8.00. 
STRATFORD HOT 136 V W. Market St.: 50 Rooms. Rates—Single 
$2.75 to $3.50; Double’ $4.00 to $5.50; Twin Bed Rooms $6.50. 
WARREN HOTEL, 123 S Illinois St.: 250 Rooms. Rates—Single 
$4.00 to $7.00; Double $6.00 to $9.00; Twin Bed Rooms $8.00 to $9. 
WASHINGTON HOTEL, 34 E. Washington St.: 300 Rooms. Rates 
a $3.50 to $5.50; Double $5.00 to $7.50; Twin Bed Rooms 
00 .00; Suites from $8.00 
WEST ag l HOTEL, 31 W. Ohio St.: 68 Rooms Rates—Single 
.00 to $5.00; uble $4.00 to $8.00; Twin Bed Rooms $4.00 to $8.00. 
WILLIAMS HOTEL, 253 W. Washington St.: 100 Rooms. Rate— 
nae to $3.75; Double $4.00 to $6.00; Twin Bed Rooms $6.00 


YORK HOTEL, 236 N. Illinois St.: 90 Rooms. Rates—Single $2.25 
to $3.00; Double $3.25 to $4.00; Twin Bed Rooms $5.50. 
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Infallible Proots of Christs Resurrection 


I am sure that all our hearts are superbly happy as we 
enter upon this blessed Easter day. It is my Pyne that 
everyone will realize the true significance of day and 
keep it with the deepest of Christian sincerity. We know 
that if Christ Jesus had not arisen from the grave, every- 
thing that He suffered during the Passion Week would 
have been in vain and we would still be in our sins. But 
we know by infallible proofs that He was resurrected; 
therefore, salvation is ours. 

1. THE EMPTY TOMB—“They found the stone rolled 
away from the sepulchre. And they entered in, and’ found 
not the body of the Lord Jesus,” Luke 24:2, 3. Yes, they 
found the tomb empty that Easter morning and it has 
been empty ever since. 

2. HROUD—“Then cometh Simon Peter... and 
went into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes lie, 
and the napkin that was about his head.” In the first we 
see that two women found the empty tomb—Mary Mag- 
dalene and Joanna Mary, the mother of James—and other 
women. In this instance, two men—Peter and John—two 
of the most reliable of Christ’s disciples, found the empty 
tomb and the discarded shroud. Since the rule of God’s 
Word is that “by the mouth of two or three witnesses every 
word shall be established,” I have already sighted you 
enough proof. But there is more, plenty more. 

3. FIRST APPEARANCE—“Now when Jesus was risen 
early, the first day of the 
week, he a tomate first to 
Mary Magdalene, out of whom 
he had cast seven devils.” One 
of these days He shall appear 
unto all of us whom He has set 
free from sin, and won’t that 
be wonderful? 

4. HE APPEARED TO TWO 
DISCIPLES — “And, behold, 
two of them went that same 
day to a village called Em- 
maus,...And it came to pass, 
that, while they communed 
together and reasoned, Jesus 
himself drew near, and went 
with them.” They didn’t rec- 
ognize Christ at first, but they 
were soon convinced. How oft- 
en that is our own experience. 
May we always keep in mind 
that He is not in a borrowed 
tomb but that He is with us 
in every circumstance of life. “Go, and lo, I am with you 
alway.” 

5. HE APPEARED TO ELEVEN—The two disciples were 
making a report to their nine co-workers when “Jesus him- 
self stood in the midst of them, and saith unto them, 
Peace be unto you.” I certainly would not be consistent to 
say that they saw an apparition. They were not of the 
sentimental type to be thus fooled! All of this group, ex- 
cept John, had the nerve and courage to die martyr deaths. 


6. HE APPEARED TO A DOUBTER—Thomas had doubt- 
ed the report given by the disciples who had seen Jesus 
after His resurrection. So Jesus suddenly appeared to the 
disciples when Thomas was present, and said to him, 
“Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach 
hither thy hand and thrust it into my side. ... And Thomas 
answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.” If 
you are a doubter, God grant that you, too, may get a 
vision of Jesus with His marks of crucifixion and cry 
out, “My Lord and my God.” 

7. FIVE HUNDRED SAW HIM—“He was seen of above 
five hundred brethren at once,” 1 Cor. 15:6. Paul was not in 
the number that saw Jesus at His ascension, yet he knew 
the report to be accurate and substantial, so he passed it 
on to us. The person who’ wouldn’t take the testimony of 
500 witnesses is undeserving of any offer of proof anyway. 
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8. The Old Testament is replete with not only prophecies 
concerning the birth, life, and death of Jesus Christ, but 
also of His resurrection. No one can read the 53d chapter 
of Isaiah, which gives a , pancreas portrayal of Christ, 
without not only seeing birth, life, mock trial, death, 
and b , but also His glorious resurrection. Notice these 
words, “Therefore will I divide him a portion with the 
great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; be- 
cause he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was 
numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of 
many, and made intercession for the transgressors.” When 
was He to be given a portion with the great, and when 
was He to divide the with the strong? After His death, 
after His burial, after He had borne the sin of many, and 
after His death on the cross where He made intercession 
for the transgressors those who crucified Him. After, yes, 
after His glorious resurrection. And we are still looking 
forward to that day when He will be our Judge and award 
the righteous the spoil which He has provided by His death 
and resurrection. 

9. David, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, wrote, 
“Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou 
suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.” If we believe 
anything that David wrote, then there can be no room 
whatever to doubt that he was here a ey | of the 
resurrection of Christ Jesus. Not onl at, but Christ 
Jesus said that He came not to 
destroy, but to fulfill the law 
and the prophets, or the 
prophecies by the prophets, 
and I challenge anyone to cite 
one =— of prophecy which 
the Lord Jesus was to fulfill 
in His birth, life, mock trial, 
and death that was not ful- 
filled; and since He did fulfill 
all the prophecies thus related 
to Him, and there is not an in- 
stance where He ever made 
an untrue statement, it would 
be absurd and satanic to 
doubt His having fulfilled the 
prophecies concer His res- 
urrection. To those who doubt, 
we can but quote, “If they be- 
lieve not Moses and the proph- 
ets, neither will they be per- 
suaded though one rose from 
the dead.” And these words 
fell from the lips of the Lord Jesus. The silent cure for all 
doubters is to immerse themselves in the Word of God 
} a aes is dipped into the sea, until it is filled to over- 

owing. 

10. To doubt the resurrection is to doubt the truthful- 
ness of Christ’s own D gm § Remember what He said 
to the brazen-hearted Jews in the presence of His disciples 
in John 10:17, 18: “I lay down my life, that I might take it 
again. No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of 
myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to 
take it again. This commandment have I received of my 
Father.” It is small wonder that the Jews fabricated the 
most brazen lie the world has ever known when they 
bribed the soldiers to say that Christ Jesus was stolen 
out of the grave, for they remembered, no doubt, not only 
this statement, but others. In fact, it was because of His 
prediction of His resurrection that they insisted on the 
tomb being sealed. They reperesented all those of that 
day and this who would like to have the gospel story and 
the saving power of Jesus Christ, man’s only hope, closed 
and forgotten in a cold, dark tomb. You also remember 
that Jesus said to His critics, “A wicked and adulterous 
— seeketh after a sign, and there shall no sign 


e given unto it, but the sign of the prophet, Jonas, for, ’ 


as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale’s 
(Continued on page 11) 
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TEXT: “Now upon the first day of 
the week, very early in the morning, 
they came unto the sepulchre, bring- 
ing the spices which they had pre- 
pared, and certain others with them,” 
Luke 24:1. 


INTRODUCTION: In the beginning 
of a new dispensation, nearly two 
thousand years ago, very early in the 
morning, the women arrived at the 
sepulchre at the rising of the sun. To 
their amazement, a great earthquake 
had shaken the tomb where Jesus was 
laid at eventide on Good Friday. The 
angel of the Lord had descended from 
heaven, rolled back the stone from the 


door, and sat upon it. His countenance’ 
was like lightning and his raiment. 


white as snow. The keepers that were 
sent to keep watch over the grave 
were fallen and become as dead men. 
A miraculous event had taken place 
there near daybreak. There were si 
everywhere that Christ was risen. e 
voice of the angels echoed throughout 
the brightness of the early morning, 
“HE IS NOT HERE, HE IS RISEN.” To 
the women searching for the body of 
a dead Christ, to anoint Him and com- 
mit His body to the final burial, the 
ood news of the angel was great ti- 
gs of new joy. Seemly, they came 
to the grave with the anticipation of 
anointing the lifeless body of the 
Christ they adored. “Who will roll 
away the stone for us?” was a ques- 
tion in their minds; however, on ar- 
rival, the stone was already rolled 
away. A heavenly visitor had been 
there. This was the birth of a new 
hope to an old world stained with sin. 
A new day was born, the “Christian 
Sabbath.” The apostles reverted from 
the seventh day to the first day in 
honor of the risen Lord. Jesus met 
with them after His resurrection on 
the first day of the week, and again 
eight days later, upon the first day, 
He met with them. It is believed that 
the Holy Ghost descended upon the 
first day of the week. The resurrection 
to some is a historical fact; to us it 
is more—it is an experience of life. 
“In him was life, and the life was the 
light of men.” 
DARKNESS VERSUS LIGHT 
Good Friday was the darkest day in 
human history. From the sixth hour 
there was darkness over all the land 
until the ninth hour. The pitiful nT 
of Jesus was heard, “My God, My 3 
Why hast thou forsaken me?” At the 
foot of the hill and afar off stood 
many of the good sisters weeping for 
the Master dying on Calvary. Near the 
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“ke Morning 
of Mornings 


By Clyde C. Cox, Pastor at Charleston, S. C. 


foot of the cross could be seen the 
mother of Jesus and that disciple 
John, whom Jesus loved. “Woman, be- 
hold thy Son.” Oh, my how those 
words must have pierced her very 
heart. Darkness was everywhere, and 
lightnings and thundering; there was 
a great earthquake; the rocks were 
rent—Calvary trembling under the 
impact. By the light furnished by the 
lightning flashing over the hill of a 
skull, three outlines of crucified men 
could be seen. Just across the way 
during the turmoil, Judas had hanged 
himself. When the centurion and they 
that were with him saw the earth- 
uake and those things that were 
one, they feared greatly, saying, 
“Truly this was the Son of God.” The 
veil of the Temple was rent in twain 
from top to bottom. The veil divided 
the holy of holies and the holy place. 
The veil was a curtain of white linen 
interwoven with blue, purple, and 
scarlet. Within the veil was the ark 
of the covenant, in which were kept 
the tables of the law, the pot of man- 
na, and Aaron’s rod. Above the ark 
was the “mercy seat,” a cover of solid 
may surmounted by two golden cheru- 
m. 


Jesus, after death, is recorded as 
having preached by the Spirit, and 
Paul said that He descended into the 
lower parts of the earth. When he 
gave up the ghost on Calvary, the veil 
was rent. I am of the profound con- 
viction that Jesus in that same Spirit 
entered within the veil. Paul said, “He 
entereth into that within the veil.” 
Heb. 6:19. I can visualize in m 
nen. His moving ge the veil, 
and the veil opening to make way for 
the new High Priest. Not only was He 
= — Priest, but also the Sacrifice 

or : 


That was a sad day in Jerusalem, 
and, no doubt, many were gathered 
in the Temple. The impact of the 
earthquake was felt; the sound of the 
veil as it was rent attracted their at- 
tention; they turned —_ in time to 
see the veil roll back two parts as 
a scroll. The mercy seat came in view 
of the — for the first time—the 
altar, the ark, and the angels with 
their wings joining tip to tip over the 
mercy seat. The way to the mercy seat 
and the altar of was open; all 
men can come and drink of the water 
of life freely. “Let us therefore come 
boldly unto the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time of n ” Heb. 4:16. We 
now have an High Priest that can be 





= 
touched with the feeling of our in- 
firmities. 

When the even was come, and the 
Sabbath drew on, Joseph, a counsellor, 
one that had not consented to the 
things that were done, took the body 
down. The body of Jesus was wrapped 
in linen and laid to rest in a new 
grave hewn out of a stone. A stone 
was rolled to the door and sealed. 
Guards were set as a watch over the 
sepulchre. The many friends of Jesus 
had returned to their homes. The Jew- 
ish Sabbath began at dark; travel was 
curtailed. Jesus said, “As long as I am 
in the world, I am the Light of the 
world.” Here darkness had conquered 
light; fear had mastered courage; 
death had triumphed over life. His 
disciples had fled and were hidden be- 
hind closed doors for fear of the Jews. 
All hope seeingly was shattered; faith 
was subdued. To add to their dispirit, 
darkness had filled the land at a time 
when their hearts were despondent— 
their King was dead. They expected 
Him to become the ruler of Israel. The 
darkness over all the earth could not 
possibly have been caused by an 
eclipse of the sun; it occurred just 
after the Passover, at the time of full 
moon, and an yo can only occur 
when the moon is between us and the 
sun. 

Very early in the morning, the first 
day of the week, while it was yet dark, 
the women left their homes, arriving 
at the sepulchre at the rising of the 
sun. “Who will roll away the stone?” 
was the question in their minds as 
they came; but, behold, when they 
arrived, the stone was already rolled 
away. engi into the sepulchre, a 
young man sitting to one side, clothed 

a long white garment, affrighted 
them momentarily. The words “HE IS 
RISEN” removed all fear from their 
hearts. The first day of the week was 
loved and welcomed. The long day and 
two nights had passed, but now comes 
the dawn of a new day. The same 
sun that became dark now beamed its 
rays of glory upon the garden and 
the tomb where the Master of the uni- 
verse rested. He had come forth from 
the grave and brought life and im- 
mortality to light for doomed human- 
ity. Near the foot of Calvary, in the 
garden, there were three women with 
spices with which they had come to 
anoint the body of Jesus in prepara- 
tion for permanent burial. There was 
no Jesus there to anoint; He was risen. 
“Yea, and certain women also of our 


(Continued on page 15) 
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1 Cor. 15:17, 20: “And if Christ be 
not raised, your faith is vain; ye are 
yet in your sins. But now is Christ 
risen from the dead, and become the 


firstfruits of them that slept. 
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I thank God for this day that is 
called Easter, as it reminds so many 
people that Christ is risen. The name 
of the day does not mean very much 
to the Christian, but it is what hap- 
pened on that day. There will be 
many sermons preached about the ris- 
en Christ, and many different views 
and opinions will be presented to con- 
gregations, but, after all, to the Chris- 
tian the story is “Jesus was crucified, 
buried, and resurrected.” 

I want to refer to the Scripture for 
some proof that Jesus was really dead. 
Mark 15:43, 45 says the centurion told 
Pilate that Jesus was dead. In John 
19:33, when the soldiers saw that Je- 
sus was dead, they broke not His legs. 
The 34th verse says one of the sol- 
diers pierced His side, and blood and 
water came forth. Also, He would have 
smothered to death with the napkin 
bound over His face. I am convinced 
that it was a. reality and not just a 
hatched-up story, as some pretend to 
believe. 

We also have the positive proof of 
His resurrection on this glorious 
morning. Christ had told His followers 
on five different occasions that He 
would rise the third day. They must 
have forgotten it, as we forget today 
about His second coming. It would 
really be a surprise to some of us if 
He should come today; but, I think 
the chief priests really believed He 
would rise on that day, for they had 
guards to watch. It is not a custom to 
have guards on watch to keep the 
dead from breaking out; but, nothing 
could have prevented the Son of God 
from coming forth from the grave on 
time. 

After it was noised abroad about 
His resurrection, the elders told the 
soldiers they would pay them well if 
they would say He was stolen by the 
disciples while they slept. Remember, 
it was a death penalty for a guard to 
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By G. C. Hamby 

State Overseer of Mississippi 
sleep on his watch, but they were so 
confused and deceitful that they did 
not think how that would sound. 
There are some ministers being paid 
today to tell the people that Christ’s 
blood cannot save from sin, and that 
there is no resurrection. But, as Paul 
says, “If Christ be not raised, our 
faith is vain.” Then he firmly states 
in verse 20, “But now is Christ risen 
from the dead, and become the first- 
fruits of them that slept.” This verse 
is our stronghold, and the devil can- 
not disturb our standing in Him if 
we believe that from our hearts. 

Christ Jesus was only three days in 
the grave, but that was a dark time 
for His followers. The tomb was 
sealed, and they went their way in 
sorrow, no doubt thinking it was all 
over; but, one of the greatest events 
was soon to take place that all the 
world had ever heard about. I want 
us to realize that the resurrection of 
Christ was the most important hap- 
pening in Christianity, for without it 
the crucifixion of Christ Jesus would 
have been in vain. If He did not rise, 
then we must deny the ascension, and 
if He did not ascend, He cannot come 
again; so, you see how much depends 
on the resurrection. In fact, it is the 
foundation, hope, and evidence of 
Christianity, Rom. 1:4; the greatest 
exhibition of God’s power, Eph. 1:20; 
the greatest truth of the gospel, 1 Cor. 
15:3, 4. The resurrection was such a 
reality that the apostles went out at 
once and preached it fearlessly, even 
to the bitterest enemies, and they were 
ready to die for their faith. Do we be- 
lieve it as they did? 

There are no less than twelve ap- 
pearings between the resurrection of 
Jesus and His ascension. He appeared 
to Mary Magdalene with a word of 
comfort, Mark 16:9-11; to Mary Mag- 


dalene and the other Mary, Matt. 28:1 
-10; to Peter, Luke 24:34; to Cleopas 
and another on the way to Emmaus, 
Luke 24:13-32; to the apostles at Jeru- 
salem, John 20:19-24; to the eleven at 
Jerusalem one week later, John 20:25 
-29. Then He appeared to the seven 
apostles by the Sea of Galilee, John 
21:1-24; to the eleven on a hill in 
Galilee, Matt. 28:16-20; to above 500 
brethren at once, 1 Cor. 15:6; to 
James, 1 Cor. 15:7; to the apostles in 
Jerusalem, Acts 1:3-5; to the apostles 
on the Mount of Olives near Bethany, 
Mark 16:19; Luke 24:50, 51. Then 
Paul says, “Last of all he was seen of 
me,” 1 Cor. 15:8. 

A close study of the facts above will 
surely convince anyone that Jesus did 
rise from the grave. It was the focal 
point of Peter’s message on the day of 
Pentecost and in the Temple, before 
the Sanhedrin, and to Cornelius and 
others at Ceasarea. It was the message 
of the apostles with great power. It 
was the central thought in Paul’s 
preaching at Antioch, in Pisidia, also 
his message before Agrippa. 

In the book of Ephesians it is the 
background of the entire Epistle; in 
fact, the resurrection is directly men- 
tioned in the New Testament more 
than 100 times. The power of His res- 
urrection declares His deity. Rom. 1:3, 
4. It is proof of our justification, Rom. 
4:24. It makes it possible for us to 
produce fruit unto God, Rom. 7:4, and 
gives us freedom from condemnation, 
Rom. 8:34. Also, it is the pledge of 
our resurrection, 1 Cor. 6:14. The same 
power that raised the Lord Jesus from 
the grave is at the command of every 
believer for a victorious life. Eph. 
3:48;: 2k. 

Read the third chapter of Colos- 
sians, which is called the risen life 
chapter, as it shows where we are 
and where we can be. Note the con- 

(Continued on page 9) 


The Church of God Evangel 

















n 


eS 


Phe e~e De VY Oe KY ee Vict i 


Ww VM eT ey ee Oe 


= ww « . ' AW ' - Ve 


— a ora ae 











Easter in Herusa em 


Rev. H. K. Suleiman 


Brother Suleiman is a native of Jerusalem. 
He has slide pictures of most of the places 
of interest in Palestine. Since he has first- 
hand information on these places, his lec- 
tures are informative and inspiring. He is 
available for appointments. 


Without prejudice I want to say 
that the Eastern Church, which has 
been known since the beginning of 
the fourth century as the Greek Or- 
thodox Church, has been the guard- 
ian of most Biblical places in the Holy 
Land ever since that date. The said 
church has been ar age all her re- 
ligious festivals, which are celebrated 
annually in accordance with the Gre- 
gorian calendar, which is thirteen 
days behind the Western calendar. 
These feasts conform to the respective 
seasons in the Holy Land, and never 
has a mistake occurred with regard to 
the date on which any of these festi- 
vals come due. It is really very in- 
teresting to notice how this Greek Or- 
thodox Church preserves Easter week, 
by celebrating the feasts of Palm Sun- 


day, Feet Washing, Holy Fire, and- 


Easter Sunday. 

1. Palm Sunday. This is the day 
when Christ came from Bethany, up 
the Mount of Olives, and down to the 
city of Jerusalem, riding the humble 
ass, entering triumphantly, with the 
crowds around Him singing and 
shouting happily, “Hosanna!” You 
can well remember how the crowds 
pulled down branches of trees and 
covered the road as Christ came down 
the side of the mountain. On this date 
all the adherents of the Orthodox 


Church go to Bethany, where they 
form a large crowd, each carrying 
with him a palm branch decorated 


with the most beautiful wild and do- 
mestic flowers. Climbing the Mount of 
Olives, they descend to pass through 
the Garden of Gethsemane. With 
singing and shouting they enter the 
city, pass through the streets crowded 
with spectators, and on to the Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre. The natives are 
seen in their new and most attractive 
dresses, carrying their lovely decorat- 
ed palm branches, with the happiest 
expressions on their faces. Entering 
the church, they march behind the 
head of the church in singing, and 
the “Hosanna’s” ring out in different 
languages until noontime. The service 
ends with a long shout of joy, after 
which all disperse to their homes, 
congratulating each other and serv- 
ing visitors with sweets. Every evening 
of the said week they hold a service 
in their various churches, at which 
time they try to celebrate every in- 
cident which happened to our Lord. 

2. Feet Washing. On this day peo- 
ple gather from all over Palestine, al- 
so tourists from foreign countries, to 
attend the Feast of Feet Washing, 
which is held yearly, in the court out- 
side the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 
Sometimes the crowd is over thirty 
thousand, and police must be there to 
keep order. The patriarch, who is the 
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. lightning as it took place. The 


head of the Orthodox Church, and 
twelve priests, including some bishops, 
are seated on a platform where they 
can be seen by all the people. The 
patriarch, girded with an apron and 
a big towel swung over his shoulder, 
stoops and washes the feet of the 
twelve priests and bishops, in the same 
manner Christ did after He and the 
disciples finished their last meee in 
the upper room. The feet washing is 
done amidst singing from the church, 
priest choir, and the congregation 
joining in. When the patriarch is 
through, the large bells of the church 
start ringing, and continue for a long 
time. This celebration goes on for the 
whole day, after which the people go 
to their homes. 

3. The Holy Fire. The Greek .Or- 
thodox Church believes that preced- 
ing the resurrection of Christ, holy 
light, or fire, came out of the tomb, 
as mentioned in Matt. 28:2, 3, and 
that when the stone was rolled away 
by the angel, his appearance was like 
attach 
great significance to this incident, be- 
cause they say Christ is the Light of 
the world. Therefore, they make such 
a great celebration by making fire 
come out from the tomb of Christ 
which exists now in that church, lo- 
cated within the city walls of Jeru- 
salem. The Feast of the Holy Fire orig- 
inated in the fifth century. On Satur- 
day before Easter Sunday, people 
come from everywhere to see the holy 
fire demonstration. The church court- 
yard, the roofs of the church, the 
convent, the surrounding buildings, 
and the church are filled with wor- 
shipers and spectators. During the 
British mandate over Palestine, the 
high commissioner, or the governor of 
the country, with his officials, used to 
be seated on the galleries opposite the 
tomb, above the crowds, in order to 
witness the holy fire as it came out 
from a small window of the tomb 
chapel. 

It is marvelous to know how the 
patriarch, head of that church, three 
days before that time begins fasting 
and remains confined to the tomb- 
chapél, praying. When the time comes, 

lice search his pockets to see if he 

as anything to set fire in the place 
by which. to deceive the poopie. Of 
course, he does not carry anything of 
that nature, and in the early after- 
noon of that day, suddenly, from the 
crack in the tomb and from under 
the marble slab comes out a strong 
light with such force that candles are 
lit by the crowds, and the light is car- 
ried to all parts of the country and 
kept for the next year. Since the 
crowds anxiously wait all that day to 
see the holy fire, when the fire is seen, 
great is the excitement of everyone. 
Shouting, singing, and bell-ringing 
deafens the ears, and the a run 
out of the place to the streets, and 
then to their homes to prepare for 
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Sepulchre Where Jesus Was Buried 


Easter, which they expect to celebrate 
after the night service, which ends 
about 3 a. m. 

The people, having prepared dyed 
and decorated eggs, cakes, candies, 
and varieties of nuts, bring them for 
the Easter celebration; also sheep and 
goats are killed and dressed for the 
blessed Easter, besides other things 
which the head of every family must 
prepare, not only for them to feast 
upon, but to offer their visitors for 
three days. The service begins about 
10 p. m. The priests, with their long 
robes decorated with golden embroid- 
eries, chant their prayers and sing 
aloud for the worshipers. They also 
read from the Gospels of the resur- 
rection of the Lord, and continue the 
service until after midnight, when, 
suddenly, the patriarch pronounces 
the hour of the resurrection of our 
Lord. At that time the “hallelujah’s” 
ring from every corner, and all lamps 
and big candles are lit in the church, 
illuminating the place as in midday. 
People start shaking hands or kissing 
each other, the custom of congratu- 
lation, saying, “El-Maseeh Quaam,” 
which means “Christ is risen.” The 
answer is, “Haqqan In-Nuh Quaam,” 
which means “He is indeed risen.” 
Then everybody goes home and begins 
to eat. Most of the church members 
do not eat meat or any fat thing for 
a period of forty days before that 
hour. Breakfast is early in order to 
prepare for visitors, or so they may 
visit; first, the relatives, then their 
friends. Wherever you visit, they of- 
fer you cakes, boiled decorated eggs, 
candies, other sweets, fruits, and the 
native delicious coffee served in small 
ried nage on silver trays. This visit 
is only ten or fifteen minutes, then 
others come, and this continues for 
three days. If you visit at regular 
mealtime, you are forced to eat. Peo- 
ple are seen parading on the streets 


(Continued on page 9) 
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Rev. Joseph L. Milligan, Pastor, Bonne Terre, Missouri 


Text: Isaiah 43:2, “When thou pass- 
est through the WATERS, I will be 
with thee, and through the RIVERS, 
they shall not overflow thee.” 

Life! What is it? Where commences 
it? Where ends it? What am I? From 
where came I? Who am I? For what 
am I here? Where am I going? Who 
can ably define life’s meaning? Where 
is the thinker who can scale its 
heights, measure its infinite breadth, 
or plunge to its deepest depths? Life 
with its impulses; life with its hidden 
currents; life with its vicissitudes. Life! 
Life! Life! The very thought of its 
scope, yet composed of only four little 
letters, overwhelms me. 

Because of pastoral visitations that 
tell of suffering, woe, poverty, disap- 

ointment, domestic unhappiness, and 

cause of a recent succession of fun- 
erals conducted in this remote village, 
my mind has been ardently seeking 
a satisfactory definition of life. This 
research has sent me yearningly and 
feverishly through the recorded 
thoughts of brainy men, many of 
whom are resting in the arms of 
Mother Earth. Beautiful and musical 
are the sayings of many, but all seem 
to lack something. One has said, “Life 
is a crucible. We are thrown into it 
and tried.” I agree, but WHY is it 
such? Goethe has said, “Life is the 
childhood of immortality.” Again I 
cry, “Amen.” But that is only picking 
up a grain of sand and saying, “This 
is a seashore.” Something tells me 
there is more than that. 

Gazing retrospectively at the events 
of my life, it pleases me to discover 
that all that has transpired, times of 
nemeenee, times of sorrow, times of 
rejoicing, times of bereavement—all 
events seem to form themselves into 
a beautiful mosaic with such an in- 
tricate and complex Vg, wee that only 
a heavenly hand could have been the 
Architect. Every child of God MUST 
be tried as by fire—and that fire will 
be the fires of trouble, betrayal, ma- 
ligning of uncouth brethren, misun- 
derstanding, and all things which 
tend to purge from us anything that 
would disqualify us for the office of 
priests and kings. Enemies will assail; 
Satan will roar; Satanic agencies will 
conspire; Jordan will swell, but with 
its darkened sky and raging torrent, 
WE WILL CROSS OVER DRY-SHOD. 
Christ is the great Navigator Who 
knows all rivers. From His lovely fin- 
gers the seas, rivulets, and streams 
of all sizes dripped into their respective 
places. Since He is the Creator of 
the world’s waters, He knows all about 
the hidden rocks, lying scarcely be- 
neath the surface, the sandbars, the 
reefs, the whirling eddies, and all tides 
that would make our craft unman- 
ageable. He also knows ali the dan- 
gers of our rivers of life, and stands 
ready as the Captain of our Salvation, 
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the Pilot of our floundering vessel, to 
guide us safely across. 

“Oh,” but you say, “though it be 
true that He knows ail about the wa- 
ters, what if a storm should sweep 
the skies, and a squall should blow 
. 4. midstream? o would help us 
when the lightnings lacerate the back 
of the skies so fiercely that the skies 
groan forth their deep thunders and 
weep a torrential rain of tears, and 
gasp for breath so hard that the winds 
seem to upset our little bark? What 
then?” Still there is no need for alarm, 
voyager, for Christ, with one glance 
at the skies, winds, and waves, and 
with one utterance of His voice of ab- 
solute authority, can cause the tem- 
pests to die, the waves to go sprawling 
into nothingness, and the foam to dis- 
solve before you. The candles of your 
sky will relight their torches, and 
your craft, whose timbers creaking 
and ripping from their places, will lie 
quietly on the Galilee of your life. 

There is the RIVER OF DIFFICUL- 
TY to cross to find God and to climb 
to the heights in Him where He can 
be pleased with us. There comes rush- 
ing from the treasures of my recol- 
lection the story of grand old General 
Joshua. Early in. his life there was 
Jordan to cross. It would seem that 
since his army had not been well 
drilled, and since they were not veter- 
ans fording streams, God would 
have given them a babbling brook to 
practice on. But no! Many times in 
early life TERRIFIC OBSTACLES are 
ours. It is providentially arranged! The 
snows from Mount Lebanon had been: 
melting, and they poured into the val- 
ley, making Jordan a raging torrent. 

e Canaanites stand on the opposite 
bank and laugh. They agree that 
there is no need for alarm, for Joshua 
will have to wait until the spring 
freshet falls before his army can 
cross. But their laughter solidifies in 
their throats as they perceive that 
there is a strange moving in the Is- 
raelitish army. Joshua gives the com- 
mand to “Forward, march.” How, will 
they cross? Will they all go down to 
a watery grave? Can Joshua hope, 
with NO VISIBLE MEANS OF TRANS. 
PORTATION, to cross Jordan? Has he 
lost his mind? We shall see. Before the 
army go two priests bearing gently 
and cautiously a beautiful box four 
feet long and two feet wide. What is 
it? The ark of the covenant. Ca g 
out God’s strategy, the priests ad- 
vance to the edge of. the water, and 
as they touch the rim of the water, 
Jordan trembles, and, as if answering 
the order of an almighty Commander, 
umps to attention. A wall of water! 

nbelievable! Yes, but God was ful- 
filling His promise to Joshua. The host 
gS over dry-shod and move into the 

omised Land by obedience. So, the 
unconquered and unexplored territor- 
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ies of our Christian experience can be 
obtained if we, by obedience to the 
heavenly orders, will launch out into 
the deep with God as our Leader. Jor- 
dan must part, for the text says, 
“When thou passest through the wa- 
ters, I will be with thee, and through 
the rivers, they shall not overflow 
thee.” Praise His name! Jordan closed 
behind them, making retreat impossi- 
ble. “GOD MAKES NO PROVISION 
FOR A CHRISTIAN TO GO BACK. 
THERE IS LIFE AHEAD AND A RIV- 
ER OF DEATH BEHIND.” We must go 
ahead! 

Everything that is of great value 
must be sought for. Things that are 
yours for the asking are usually 
worthless. Even so is it in the natural. 
God has placed the gold, silver, dia- 
monds, and other precious stones deep 
down in the earth, demanding much 
digging on our part to possess them. 
He has placed the pearls, hidden in 
the shell of the oyster, deep down in 
the sea. To find them, one must dive. 
So, the most precious blessings of God 
are ours only as we dig, struggle, 
wrestle, travail, and dive recklessly in- 
to God’s ocean of love. God help us to 
quit mud-crawling and playing around 
in shallow waters when the cool wa- 
ters of the refreshing depths are ours 
for the asking. , 

There rages in the lives of many 
the RIVER OF TEMPTATION. When 
you are sailing along smoothly on the 
sea of life, with sails hoisted, banners 
waving, skies flambuoyant, the water 
a ing Se and as clear as crystal, 
your at rising and falling gently 
with the pulsation of the sea, the air 
clean and invigorating, you feel you 
could breathe in the whole sky—and 
then, like a thunderbolt the sky dark- 
ens, the sea grows angry, the boat 
pitches from the crest of the wave 
with a shuddering thud through the 
billows; the HOT WINDS OF TEMP- 
TATION scorch the brow, and you feel 
drawn by some mysterious power 
toward the cataract that has taken 
the lives of countless other voyagers. 
Your craft seems to be sinking, and 
you feel that spiritual death is in- 
evitable. What then? Don’t despair! 
Don’t s up the ship! Don’t even try 
to wait for the blistering winds to 
cease their blowing or for the pulses 
to stop their racing and for the 
breathing to return to normalcy. 
Plead the blood of Jesus! Lift up your 
plaintive cry, and look closely at the 
waters. They’re becoming crimson! 
There is a scarlet path across the sea! 
What is it? Is this a freak of nature? 
No, it is Christ, our High Priest, with 
pierced and bleeding feet coming to 
your rescue, walking on the waters, 
striding over your Jordan to still your 
at does He say as He 
draws near? Listen! “Fear not, for I 
am with thee. I was tempted in all 
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points as you are, yet without sin. Be 
of good cheer, I have overcome the 
world. There shall no temptation over- 
come you. My grace is all-sufficient. 
The waters shall not overflow thee for 
I AM HERE. Peace, be still.” He wipes 
the hot sweat from t .' brow, pulls 
you near to His heart, surrounds you 
with His everlasting arms, wipes the 
tears from your eyes, speaks peace to 
the unstrung nerves, and blissfully 
you sail together. You can never know 
that He is the Master of the Sea ex- 
cept you first find. yourself out on a 
troubled sea and witness His power. 
How can you know as a certainty that 
He is a High Priest which can be 
touched with the feeling of our in- 
firmities except you feel your infirmi- 
ty and tearfully solicit His help? Don’t 
you see it, friend? These rivers are 
flowing from eternity past to eternity 
future, and it has been so arranged 
by the Lover of our souls that we 
cross them. Being His children and 
loving to perform all His behests, we 
willingly submit. 

And have you forded yet the RIVER 
OF PERSECUTION? Its waters are 
most unruly. Its winds are biting and 
will penetrate to the very soul. Hot 
tears will scald your cheeks as you 
cross it. The vessel that crosses it is 
often just large enough for one— 
pectay you to sail alone. The waves 
seem come from all directions—the 
home, the companion, the children, 
fellow employees, employers, friends, 
and unbelievers. The most blighting 
winds blow from the mouths of your 
relatives and fellow Christians. “Well,” 
you say, “I don’t mind so much the 
River of Difficulty or the River of 
Temptation, but ‘a good name is rath- 
er to be chosen than great riches,’ so 
when my name is dragged through 
the mire, and my reputation is be- 
smirched, I will feel that God had for- 
saken me, and I shall retaliate.” But 
hear Him Who was persecuted infin- 
itely more than any human that ever 
lived. “Behold, I send you forth as 
sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye 
therefore wise as serpents, and harm- 
less as DOVES.” “And the brother 
shall deliver up the brother to death, 
and the father the child: and the 
children shall rise up against their 
parents, and cause them to be put to 
death. And YE SHALL BE HATED OF 
ALL MEN FOR MY NAME’S SAKE; 
but he that endureth to the end shall 
be saved.” And yet again, “Blessed are 
they which are persecuted for right- 
eousness’ sake; for theirs is the king- 
dom of heaven. Blessed are ye when 
MEN SHALL REVILE YOU, and PER- 
SECUTE you, and shall SAY ALL 
MANNER OF EVIL ainst you 
FALSELY, for my sake. joice and 
be exceeding glad; for great is your 
REWARD HEAVEN; for so perse- 
cuted they the prophets which were 
before you.” Christ was called “illegiti- 
mate child,” “winebibber,” “drunkard,” 
etc., without retaliation. Greater men 
than we have been the object of cari- 
cature. John Wesley was ridiculed all 
over England. ry tells us that 
Wesley’s face was drawn with mud on 
the board fences of England and that 
laughable nicknames of all types were 
written concerning the great religious 
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leader. But his sun of influence shines 
on today, not only over England, but 
over America and, yes, even the world. 

There are times when standing for 
right will subject one to persecution. 
Conviction divides. Any time a man 
stands on his convictions and stands 
with a determined will, there will be 
opposition to be reckoned with. How 
many pastors have had their hearts 
broken when they withstood a ruling 
faction in the church! Many a heavy- 
hearted leader has felt the thick dark- 
ness and the awful gloom of a lone- 
some walk through the valley of de- 
cision, only to emerge from the valley 
to find he is still alone. Fortunate are 
the people who have a faithful pastor 
with convictions. Wretched is the per- 
son who would add to the burdens of 
such a man. 

There are many rivers to cross, but 
the most feared and the most dreaded 
of all is the RIVER OF DEATH. There 
are many who call themselves Christ- 
ians who dread coming to the River 
of Death. I suppose this is natural, but 
in the light of the Scripture, it is al- 
most sinful. The timorous soul pro- 
pounds the question, “Are you free 
from concern and alarm over death, 
preacher? Have you no fear? When 
you think of the struggle of the soul 
to shake off the body, have you no 
trembling?” Let us reason together. In 
my life have come problems that were 
terribly dreaded. The closer the time 
came for a showdown, the more mis- 


erable I became. In such instances, I 
have gone into prayer and consecra- 
tion, and it appeared as though the 
mountain tegrated before me. 
Grace was provided commensurate to 
the occasion. Since He has promised 
“grace for every need,” have I not suf- 
ficient grounds to believe He will pro- 
vide dying grace? It would be foolish 
for me to ask for the grace of a mar- 
tyr since He may choose that I pass 
from this world to the next in another 
manner. So, as I have crossed over 
Jordans of life, I will cross the River 
of Death. Timid souls have died peace- 
fully, to the amazement of loved ones 
watching over them to the last. They 
expected a struggle, a paroxysm, and 
blood-curdling cries as the soul leaped 
from the body to the eternal hills. Not 
so! It was a fluttering of the eyes, a 
folding of the hands, a quick glance 
at the circle of friends around the 
bed, a smile, a shout, a falling asleep 
in the arms of Jesus. 

But, picture the sinner coming down 
to die. He hears the howling winds of 
eternity screaming from the dark be- 
yond; he feels the death-damp of the 
river side and perceives he is soon to 
cross. He trembles! He looks around 
the room for help—there is none. Dev- 
ils are in the corner scheming and 
planning the overthrow of the body 
and the acquisition of the soul. As he 
nears the river, his breath grows 
shorter and shorter. He begins to 
squirm and try to pull back, but go 
he must. He pulls at his hair, claws 
at his throat, begs for more time, 
yanks at the covers, and in a raving, 
ranting fight rears up on one elbow, 
looks out into the dark future and 
falls back dead. He had no Christ, no 
Pilot, no gospel boat, no heaven. 

The old saint comes to die. He walks 
serenely down the river bank. Others 
are waiting for his shriek as they 
count the diminishing pulses. But no! 
When the lightnings swept across Jor- 
dan, he saw the other side, and it was 
a haven of rest. When the winds 
howled over Jordan, he perceived that 
there was perfume in those gusts, per- 
fume exuded from the flowers on the 
eternal shore. When he stepped down 
to the waters, Christ, his High Priest, 
with bruised feet, touched the waters, 
— the child of God went over dry- 
Ss ’ 








BUT NOW IS CHRIST RISEN 
(Continued from page 6) 
dition, also the seven words: seek, set, 
mortify, put off, put on, let, do. Let us 
put forth greater effort to preach and 
live resurrected, Christlike lives. After 
Paul was. persecuted and had 
preached about the Master and 
blessed the lives of many, he said, 
“Let me know the power of his res- 
urrection.” After reading that, I won- 
der where I am today. I am sure the 
more we study about the benefit and 
the power of Christ’s resurrection, the 
greater will be our determination to 
live better and do more for His church 
and this lost world. Oh, thank God for 


the risen Christ, who, 66 years after 
His resurrection, appeared to John 
and said, “I am he that was dead, but 
am alive for evermore,” Rev. 1:18. If 
we believe in His resurrection, then 
we must look for Him the second time. 
Let us be ready. 


EASTER IN JERUSALEM 
(Continued from page 7) 
with new dresses, and groups here 
and there greeting each other and 
conversing. Shops are closed for two 
or three days. Truly, you can feel and 
know that such a day is a feast day. 
We are glad that Easter is the day 
on which our Saviour rose, and He 
will cause us to rise in the same man- 
ner when He comes to take His bride. 
Praise His name! 
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INTERESTING REPORTS 








WEST POINT, MISS., DISTRICT 
YOUTH CONVENTION 


The West Point District youth con- 
vention held at the Starkville Church 
of God, February 29 and March 1 is 
now in the past, but the memory of 
timely messages in sermon and song, 
the power of the Holy Ghost present 
in every service, and the showers of 
blessing yous out upon us from the 
throne of God still linger in our hearts. 

Brother Babb, our esteemed state 
youth director, and Brother Sharpe, 
our district overseer, were right there 
in the first service to help the con- 
vention off to a good start, and they 
stayed until the last “amen” was said. 
Each of the two brought a timely, 
Holy-Ghost-inspired, soul-stirring 
message that truly blessed our souls 
and stirred our hearts to more self- 
denying, evil-shunning, consecrated 
Christian ites 

Bro. Bernard Thornton, pastor of 
the Starkville Church, and his good 
people, gave us a warm and hearty 
welcome which I’m sure will not soon 
be forgotten and will make everyone 
want to visit them again. 

Space will not permit our telling 
all the good things, but everything 
that was said, every song, and every 

rayer seemed to carry a special bless- 
ng with it, and it was a time of great 
rejoicing and soul-feasting. Some said 
it was the best convention they had 
ever attended, and truly it exceeded 
our fondest expectations. 

Friday night a very entertaining and 
instructive skit on “Do’s and Don’t’s” 
of Sunday School absentee visitations 
was presented by the Starkville 
Church and greatly enjoyed by all. 
This was followed by special singing 
and a wonderful message by Brother 
Baker, a young minister of Arkansas 
who is doing evangelistic work in Mis- 
sissippi. We were glad to welcome 
Brother Baker to our convention, and 
our souls were blessed by his good 
preaching and singing. After the mes- 
— a number were in the altar pray- 
ng. 

Saturday morning, Brother Babb ex- 
plained and instructed on the national 
youth program, after which Brother 
W. L. Sharpe brought a wonderful 
message on “The Church, and Our 
Responsibility to the Church.” My, 
how our souls were fed! 

At noon the ladies of the Starkville 
Church spread a nice lunch and in- 
vited everyone to partake, to our de- 
light and enjoyment. 

The junior service Saturday after- 
_noon proved that our juniors have an 
important place in the church. We 
were favored with a special program 
from the Thorn and Columbus 
churches. Then there were choruses, 
object lessons, and prizes given to 
three junior girls for memorizing and 
reciting the names of the books of the 
Bible, the ten commandments, the 
23rd Psalm, the Lord’s Prayer, the be- 
atitudes, and the names of the twelve 
apostles. Our junior service* was one 
one of the best. 
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Saturday night our hearts were 
made glad by a great message from 
Brother Babb which was truly given 
under the anointing power of the Holy 
Ghost, after which an offering was 
taken for our orphan children. Thorn 
Church was ahead with the largest 
special offering, and West Point with 
the largest rally offering. The total 
offerings was $376.27 and a number 
of boxes of clothing and canned goods 
— by the churches on the dis- 
rict. 

Brother Hal B. Rushing and family 
were also our convention guests, and 
our hearts were blessed by the special 
singing of him and his wife. He 
brought the closing message which 
has truly encouraged us to live closer 
to the Lord. God blessed this message 
in a wonderful way. 

The attendance was splendid from 
beginning to end. The fellowship was 
sweet, the spiritual tide high, and the 
presence of God great in our midst. 
Pray for our youth on the West Point 
District.—Mrs. C. C. Floyd, West Point 
District Youth Director. 

A Report of Our Work at Halifax 
Prison 


Several years ago God laid on my 
heart the work at Halifax Prison 109. 
After much prayer, I wrote to Rev. 
William H. R. Jackson, Director of Re- 
ligious Training, Raleigh, N. C., and 
told him how I felt about the prison 
work. He gave me a regular service 
at the prison for each third Sunday. 
This work went on for years. About 
two years ago Rev. Jackson wrote and 
asked me if I could get someone to 
have services with the prisoners each 
Sunday, because our services had been 
such a blessing to the men there. I 


arranged for Brother C. S. Grogan, 


the pastor at that time, to hold ser- 
vices on the second Sunday and 
Brother Herbert Young on the first 
Sunday. When Brother Grogan 
left us, he was replaced by Rev. 
L. N. Puette, who has been a great 
blessing to the prisoners. Then Broth- 
er Young was replace by Sister Down- 
ing. 

When we began our service at Hal- 
ifax Prison, it was filled with colored 
men; the devil tried his best to dis- 
courage me, by saying that I should 
let some other minister preach to the 
colored men. I have seen as many as 
50 of them on their knees at one time, 
crying and praying; many of them 
were saved. In a few months, ‘however, 
the colored men were moved, and the 
prison was filled with white men. On 
the third Sunday in last July a revi- 
val began. I have never seen convic- 
tion anywhere like it was there; ev- 
eryone was crying. Some of the boys’ 
people were there visiting and got 
saved. I gave an altar call, using an 
old bench in the corner of the dining 
room for an altar, and it was soon 
filled. Several prayed through to 
heartfelt salvation. Since then the 
power of God has fallen in every ser- 
vice. Many have been sanctified and 


filled with the Holy Ghost. On Dec. 9, 
1951, 10 of the boys were baptized in 
water. The Lord has healed many of 
them. Pray for our work at Halifax 
Prison that other boys there will 
learn about Jesus and His power to 
save.—Mrs. Ola Story. 


Word Preached Uncompromising- 
ly Enjoyed 

UHRICHSVILLE, Ohio—Recently, 
Rev. Paul H. Walker, our state over- 
seer, preached 5 nights for us. His 
ministry in our midst, dedicated to 
“Know-Your-Church Week,” was out- 
standing. Brother Walker explained to 
us the two phases of the Church (spir- 
itual and organic). The teachings of 
the Church were explained, not the- 
ologically, but in a practical sense. He 
does not a and sugar the church 
people to death so that they think he 
is the sweetest. thing on earth, but he 
preaches the Word uncompromisingly 
and encourages the Christians to 
stand by the pastor and Church of 
God after he is gone. He also reminds 
his preachers to be faithful and loyal, 
which is right. In my experience, I 
find that sound-thinking men and 
women appreciate hearing a preacher 
preach the Word in its fulness, not 
spending a fourth of the time telling 
people how good-looking they are. We 
have a good group of people here and 
they like good solid preaching.—An- 
drew J. Allen, Pastor. 


Proud of Sunday School 
CATEECHEE, S. C.—We have brok- 
en our Sunday School record. The old 
record was 50, and the new record is 


81 scholars. We are very proud of our ~ 


Sunday School.—Margaret Allsep, Re- 
porter. 


DISTRICT CONVENTION 
SUCCESSFUL 

The Augusta, Ga., District conven- 
tion met February 16 and 17 at the 
Church of God on Telfair Street in 
Augusta. There was a good crowd at 
the opening service, and the singing 
was wonderful, after which Rev. E. L. 
Simmons, state overseer of Georgia, 
brought an inspiring message directed 
to the ministers. 

The Saturday night service was one 
long to be remembered. The spiritual 
tide ran high. The special singing was 
enjoyed by all. Brothers D. E. Kilby 
and A. W. Harper were the speakers 
for the evening, and both messages 
were unctionized by the Holy Spirit. 
Everyone felt uplifted. 

On Sunday morning, after a brief 
Sunday School lesson given by Broth- 
er Simmons, there was another time 
given to special singing. Brother Sim- 
mons then brought a message on mis- 
sions, which opened every heart’s door, 
and the floor offering was $283.64, be- 
sides the offerings brought by the 
churches, which totaled $251.50, mak- 
ing a grand total of $535.14. In the 
afternoon Brother J. L. Helmes 
brought a fine message, and each pas- 
tor on the district gave a good report. 
Sister E. L. Simmons, state president 
of L.W.W.B., brought a good message. 
As a whole, the district was over the 
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top. Brother Max L. Atkins, district 
overseer and pastor at Augusta, was 
happy over the good reports. 

Among the special singers were the 
Arrington Trio, of Matthews, Ga.; the 
Gospel Trio, of Tennille, Ga., accom- 
panied by Frank Welch, of Sanders- 
ville, Ga.; a young lady soloist of Mil- 
len, Ga.; and others.—Mrs. Vera Bal- 
dree, Reporter. 


Midway, Ark., Church Greatly 
Blessed 


OSCEOLA, Ark.—We praise the Lord 
for the way He has blessed us at the 
Midway Church of God during the 
time Brother and Sister Houston Me- 
herg have been here. We had been 
worshiping for several years in a small 
building, praying for better accommo- 
dations, when, in 1950, God sent 
Brother Meherg here to pastor. After a 
short stay, he and a few faithful 
members started raising a building 
fund. On March 4 we dedicated our 
new block building to the Lord. We 
began a revival that night, with 
Brother H. T. Dawson, evangelist. Al- 
though we were greatly hindered by 
sickness, the Lord blessed us wonder- 
fully. There were souls saved and the 
church was inspired by,the timely 
messages. The L. W B. was ex- 


. W. 
‘tremely helpful in meeting the pay. 
e 


ments for our new church. Also, 

Y. P. E. and the youth classes have 
helped to pay on our building. They 
have purchased many gifts, includ- 
ing a new suit for our pastor. The 
— tide has run high in the ser- 
vices, with many being saved, sancti- 
fied, and filled with the Holy Ghost.— 
Mrs. F. J. Rudesill. 





. INFALLIBLE PROOFS 
(Continued from page 4) 
belly, so shall the Son of Man be 
three days and three nights in the 
heart of the earth. Of course, there 
are those who doubt, as they say the 
“fish tale.” 

I recall that a skeptic told a minister 
he did not believe that a fish swal- 
lowed Jonah, to which the minister 
said, “Well, when I get to heaven I 
will ask Jonah about it.” The skeptic 
replied, “But, what if he isn’t there?” 
The minister answered, “Then, you 
ask him.” There will be many skeptics 
down there, but they will not find 
Jonah there. Jonah came out of the 
belly of the whale to deliver the great- 
est message Nineveh had ever heard, 
and their believing it brought to them 
salvation; so also did Christ Jesus 
come forth triumphant out of the 
bowels of the earth in three days as 
He predicted, to give to the world the 
greatest message it had ever heard, 
and seal forever man’s hope of eternal 
salvation, not for just a city, but for 
every human being throughout the 
whole world who will believe on Him 
as the crucified, resurrected, and ever- 
living Christ Jesus. 

11. There is no greater proof found 
in the Bible, that Christ Jesus did come 
forth triumphant over death, hell, and 
the grave than the fulfillment of the 
following promise to His immediate 
disciples as well His disciples of all 
time. “Nevertheless I tell you the 
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truth; it is expedient for you that I 
go away: for if I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto you; 
but if I depart, I will send him unto 
you.” And again, “When the Comfort- 
er is come, whom I will send unto you 
from the Father, even the Spirit of 
truth, which proceedeth from the Fa- 
ther, he shall testify of me: and ye 
also shall bear witness, because ye 
have been with me from the begin- 
ning,” St. John 16:7; 15:26, 27. Was 
this ever fulfilled? If so, when? Yes, 
it was fulfilled, and it was fulfilled 
initially at Jerusalem on the day of 
Pentecost, a matter of seven or ten 
days after Christ’s ascension following 
His glorious post-resurrection period 
of 40 days. The place was in the upper 
room, right where he had celebrated 
the last supper with His disciples, 
thus showing that the time had come 
for the inauguration of the Church of 
God as separate and distinct from the 
temple and the synagogue. How did 
the Comforter come? Dr. Luke gives 
the report, “And when the day of 
Pentecost was fully come, they were 
all with one accord in one place. And 
suddenly there came a sound from 
heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, 
and it filled all the house where they 
were sitting. And there appeared unto 
them cloven tongues like as of fire, 
and it sat upon each of them. And 
they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and began to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utter- 
ance,” Acts 2:1-4. Who sent the Com- 
forter, the Holy Ghost? Jesus Christ 
and His Father. Where from? Heaven. 
The same Jesus whom the group and 
the two angels saw go away into the 
heavens; the same Jesus who lived, 
died, and arose triumphantly from a 
borrowed tomb; the same Jesus who 


is seated at the right hand of His 
Father, it was He who sent the Holy 
Ghost in keeping with His promise. 

12. Not only do we have the com- 
forting presence of the Holy Ghost 
as an ambassador from glory sent di- 
rectly by Jesus Christ to be His suc- 
cessor to inaugurate and ffill the 
church with dynamic power for service 
and to abide with it forever, but we 
have the statement of the first mar- 
tyr, a preacher, (Stephen) of holiness 
and a devout follower of Jesus Christ, 
looking up through a hail of stones 
sweat, blood, and tears to see Jesus 
Christ standing at the right hand of 
God to receive his spirit, the first mar- 
tyr for the cause of Christ. Saul was 
the young zealot who witnessed that 
crime. Later he met this same Jesus, 
who received Stephen’s spirit, on the 
road to Damascus, who said to him, 
“TI am Jesus whom thou persecutest.” 
So here are two striking instances in 
proof of Christ’s resurrection: First, 
Jesus standing—a dead man does not 
stand or receive anything; and here 
we have Him talking—a dead person 
does not talk. Last, Christ Jesus gave 
His testimony a matter of 67 years 
later. Notice what He said, “I am he 
that liveth and was dead; and behold 
I am alive forevermore, Amen; and 
have the keys of hell and of death,” 
Rev. 1:18. 

As tor my part, I am ready to do 
as all my forebears have done, stake 
my life and future upon the uneqivo- 
cal, happy belief that Jesus Christ did 
come forth out of the grave, and that 
He is the resurrection and the life, and 
he that liveth and believeth in Him 
shall never die, and he that believeth 
in Him, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live. What further proof of Christ’s 
resurrection do we need?—Editorial. 








YOUTH & SUNDAY SCHOOL 
VIEWS and NEWS 


By Lewis J. Willis, National Youth Director 


YOUR HELP NEEDED! ! 


The month of May has been des- 
ignated as Family Census Month. 
During this month we propose to take 
a religious census of every Church of 
God. family. This is, of course, a tre- 
mendous task, which will require close 
cooperation of state youth directors, 
pastors, and local members. Past ex- 
perience assures us that we may ex- 
pect gratifying response to such a 
worthy .project. We shall confidently 
expect your assistance. 

This program merits your coopera- 
tion. About seven or eight years ago 
a similar census was taken, which re- 
vealed the, Church was gaining only 
approximately 20 r cent of our 
young people. We believe the statistics 
are much more favorable now. Per- 
haps the first census was not com- 
prehensive enough to reveal the true 
picture. In any event, this present ef- 
fort will reveal the percentage of 
young people won to the Church from 
church families. It will reveal, also, 
how well young people attend the var- 
ious services of the Church, together 


with the percentage of church fami- 
lies conducting regular home devo- 
tions. This information, along with 
other data derived from the census, 
will become a basis for future evange- 
listic planning. 

Early in April, a supply of census 
blanks will be mailed each state youth 
director, who will in turn send an 
adequate supply to each pastor in his 
state. At some convenient date, des- 
ignated by the pastor, early in May, 
the blanks will be distributed to the 
church families. It will be practical 
for the blanks to be filled out during 
the designated service and returned 
to the pastor at that time. Even if 
additional time is required, the pastor 
should complete the census and mail 
the blanks to the state director by 
May 15. 

This census was approved by the 
Supreme Council. It has the complete 
endorsement of the general officials. 
The National Youth Board has pre- 
pared the census and now earnestly 
requests your help to successfully ac- 
complish the project. 
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What the Resurrection Means to a Christian ¢ 


(Recently, Brother Conner resigned 
as pastor at West Asheville, N. C., to 
do full-time evangelistic work.) 


“And the angel answered and said 
unto the women, Fear not ye: for I 
know that ye seek Jesus, which was 
crucified. He is not here: for he is 
risen, as he said. Come, see the place 
where the Lord lay. And go quickly, 
and tell his disciples that he is risen 
from the dead; and behold, he goeth 
before you into Galilee; there shall ye 
see him: lo, I have told you,” Matthew 
28:5-7. 

“But these are written, that ye 
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God; and that believing 
ye might have life through his name,” 
John 20:31. 

In the twenty-one chapters of St. 
John’s Gospel we have the striking 
portrayals of some of the character- 
istics and mighty works of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. In chapter one we have 
Him as the Son of God. It says, “In 
the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was God.” In chapter two we 
have Him as the Son of Man. Here is 
a scene illustrating His perfect hu- 
manity. He appeared as a guest at a 
marriage in Cana of Galilee. He min- 
gled with men in their social activi- 
ties. We find that they could see Him 
with their natural eyes. 

In chapter three we see Him as the 
Divine Teacher instructing the Master 
of Israel. Nicodemus said, “We know 
that thou art a teacher come from 
God: for no man can do these mir- 
acles that thou doest except God be 
with him.” In chapter four He is the 
Great Soul Winner. He stops beside 
the road and talks to a darkened soul, 
the Samaritan woman. Out into the 
light of the gospel she was led and 
told others. In chapter five we see Him 
as a Great Physician. Bending in 
compassion over the suffering at the 
pool, He shows His divine power by 
the instantaneous cure of a hopeless 
case. 

In chapter six He is the Bread of 
Life. Without Him souls of men and 
women would perish with hunger. He 
is the Water of Life in chapter seven, 
satisfying the thirsty hearts of a dy- 
ing world. 

In chapter eight He is the Defender 
of the Weak. Here we have the scene 
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Rev. R. E. Conner 


as He defended a fallen woman 
caught in the very act of adultery. 
In chapter nine He is the Light of 
the world, demonstrating His rights 
to this by giving light and sight to a 
man that was blind. In chapter ten 
He is the Good Shepherd. He watches 
over the flock and gives His infinite 
care for the sheep. 

In chapter eleven He is proving His 
title to resurrection and life. He 





proves His right to this title by calling 
Lazarus from the tomb. He is the 
King in chapter twelve, riding into 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday and ac- 
claimed king of Israel by the multi- 
tudes. In chapter thirteen He assumes 
the place of a servant. Here we have 
the marvelous scene of His coming be- 
fore His disciples and washing their 
feet. In chapter fourteen He is the 
Consoler. Although standing under 
the very shadow of the cross, He 
spoke these words and comforted the 
disciples who were so bereaved, say- 
ing, “Let not your hearts be troubled.” 

In chapter fifteen He is the True 
Vine—the source of spiritual fruit and 
the life of men and women. He leaves 
the example that we should bear the 
same fruit that He bore in His earthly 
ministry. He is the Giver of the Spirit 


in chapter sixteen. On His departure 
He promised to send a Comforter into 
the world—the Holy Spirit. In chapter 
seventeen He is the Great Interces- 
sor. He offers up wonderful interces- 
sory prayers for the church, and He 
prayed for His disciples that God 
would sanctify them through the 
Word. 

Coming to chapter eighteen, He ap- 
pears as the Model Sufferer, having 
become submissive to the perfect will 
of God, and drinks the cup of woe 
pressed to His lips by the Father’s 
hand and is willing to go through the 
ordeal. He is the Uplifted Saviour in 
chapter nineteen. He becomes obed- 
ient unto death—the death of the 
cross. We find four times in the Word 
of God that Jesus met with death: 
first, at the bedside of a little maid 
in Matthew 9, and He called her from 
her death; second, at the burial of 
the widow’s son as they were going 
with the funeral procession, and He 
called the son to life again; third, at 
the tomb of Lazarus; and, fourth, He 
is Conqueror of death! He is the first 


fruits of them that slept and proves - 


His title to the resurrection. He proved 
His deity and the mighty power of the 
resurrection! 

This brings us to the scene in Mat- 
thew 28:5. The women had come to 


‘ the tomb and found it empty. The 


angel was there and said unto them, 
“Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek 
Jesus, which was cruciifed; he is not 
here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, 
see the place where the Lord lay”—the 
Lord of sin, sickness, death, and all 


the forces of evil. He died as Jesus 


the Lamb; He arose as the Lord, High 
Priest to every individual! When Mary 
met Him, she fell at His feet, calling 
Him her Lord, and He said unto her, 
“Touch me not for I have not yet as- 
cended to my Father, and to your 
Father.” 

In the four Gospels He is the Lone 
Man of Galilee, the Humble Unknown 
who ends His earth’s walk on Calvary. 
But in the Epistles He is the Risen, 
Triumphant One, the Conqueror of 
Death, Sin, and Satan! He is the Ris- 
en Redeemer who met the demands 
of justice and satisfied every claim 
against humanity. His last cry on the 


(Continued on page 15) 


The Church of God Evangel 














J 
) 
ij 


a I i 6 














, : 


4\I 
c| 





“In the end of the sabbath, as it 
began to dawn toward the first day 
of the week, came Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary to see the sepul- 
chre,” Matt. 28:1. 

There are nine individual resurrec- 
tions recorded in the Bible. Each was 
performed to set forth some special 
lesson or to meet some definite need. 
Three of these are recorded in the 
books of the Kings, and three by 
Christ Himself. Then, His own resur- 
rection. Again, in the Acts we have 
the record of two, Dorcas and the man 
at Troas, raised by Paul. In addition 
to these nine, we have recorded in 
Matt. 27:52 the resurrection of many 
saints. 

1. JERUSALEM’S DAWN 


Joseph of Arimathaea had secretly 
admired Jesus. Now he secures per- 
mission from Pilate to take Christ’s 
body from the cross and bury it in his 
own tomb. A great stone was rolled be- 
fore the sepulchre. A Roman guard 
arrived and sealed the tomb, which if 
broken meant death to the offender. 
Then they stood on watch. Sometime 
near the dawn, there was an earth- 
quake. An angel descended from heav- 
en and rolled away the stone. In 
Mark’s account we learn that the 
problem of moving the stone is upon 
the minds of the women as they ap- 
proach the tomb. And they said among 
themselves, “Who shall roll us away 
the stone from the door of the sepul- 
chre?” We are told, however, in each 
Gospel account, that when they ar- 
rived the stone was rolled away. The 
fear these women had that they would 
not be able to roll away the great 
stone is typical of the fear many have 
about death. It is so final. Who will 
remove the stone that blocks the 
tomb? Death seems so permanent; 
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The World's Greatest Dawn 


By H. V. Fowler, Pastor, Demorest, Ga. 


when the great stone is rolled into 
place, no sight, no sound ever comes 
back to reveal what lies beyond the 
grave. Someone has pictured the coun- 
try shut off by a great door which 
opens only to travelers going to that 
country, never those returning there- 
from. But, when the women arrive, 
they find the stone has been rolled 
away, and it will be rolled away for 
all the righteous. 

We hear Jesus proclaiming to the 
great apostle John on the isle of Pat- 
mos, “I am he that liveth, and was 
dead; and, behold, I am alive for ever- 
more, Amen; and have the keys of 
hell and of death.” He who was dead 
is alive again. He is in the garden alive. 
It is not His spirit. He said to Thomas, 
“Handle me and see; a spirit hath 
not flesh and bone as ye see me have.” 
He ‘talks, walks, works, eats with His 
disciples. He has come out from 
among the dead; He is alive for ever- 
more. So take your place in Him and 
live. “The dead in Christ shall rise” 
is God’s own word. 

It has been suggested that Simon 
Peter had gone to the old trysting 
place in the garden of Olives hoping to 
find Him there. By nightfall the cry 
was in the city streets, “The Lord is 
risen, and hath appeared unto Si- 
mon!” Say what you will, that mes- 
sage changed the world, and it is still 
changing it. It will change anyone who 
fully believes and appreciates it. It 
changed the disciples into men_ with 
a mission. There was something new 
under the sun. There was another life 
after death. It was the dawn of dawns 
for Jerusalem and the world. 

2. DAWN FOR THE WORLD 

For forty days the risen Lord in- 
structed the disciples of things per- 
taining to the kingdom of God, but 
the perplexed disciples had one more 
question that was troubling them. 
When would He restore the kingdom 
to Israel? And He said unto them, “It 
is not for you to know the times or 
the seasons, which the Father hath 
put in his own power. But ye shall re- 
ceive power, after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you; and ye shall be 
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost parts of the earth.” 
Then He was received up into heav- 


en. Paul stated that He ascended up 
on high, led captivity captive, and 
gave gifts unto men; but this Man, 
after He had offered one sacrifice for 
sins for ever, sat down on the right 
hand of God. Jesus Christ ascended 
and entered heaven, now to appear 
before the face of God for us, to act 
as High Priest on our behalf, to pre- 
sent the blood of atonement and make 
intercession for us. The effect of the 
redemptive work of Christ on the pres- 
ent age of grace was for the Jew the 
end of the law for righteousness to all 
who believe in Him, Rom. 10:1-4; to 
the Gentile and Jew Christ has be- 
come the power of God unto salvation, 
also through faith, without the works 
of the law. 

Let us consider the result of the 
atonement. The outpouring of the Ho- 
ly Ghost is the result of Calvary. The 
coming of the Spirit on the day of 
Pentecost gave to the world a new 
spiritual life of infinite power and 
scope, a life that through the cen- 
turies has continued without a break 
unto the present day. At times it has 
been like a small rill or as an under- 
ground spring, hardly noticeable on 
the surface. Then again, as in the 
Reformation, it has become a mighty 
ocean whose bays and inlets have 
washed the shores of nearly all the 
lands of earth, and has made its bless- 
ings felt to the remotest corners of 
the globe. This age of grace is the age 
in which we are living today. It ex- 
tends from the cross of Calvary to the 
second coming of Christ. 

When this age comes to an end, and 
the church has been caught away to 
be with the Lord, then will follow the 
awful period of judgment so frequent- 
ly referred to by the prophets as the 
days of vengeance of our God. In that 
day God will deal in judgment with 
apostate Christendom. The vials of His 
wrath will be poured out upon the 
guilty nations who have rejected His 
Word, His Son, and blasphemed the 
Holy Spirit. That day of vengeance is 
referred to as “the time of Jacob’s 
trouble,” “the great tribulation.” After 
this will come God’s blessing upon the 
land through the millennial kingdom. 
The wicked will be raised at the end 
of the millennial age and stand before 

(Coninued on page 15) 
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LYONS, Ga.—We have just had a 
4 weeks’ revival at the Oak Park 
Church of God, with Brother Harry 
Goforth doing the preaching. There 
were 7 saved, 2 sanctified, one bap- 
tized with the Holy Ghost, and 12 add- 
ed to the church. Brother J. V. Claxton 
is our pastor. We truly praise the Lord 
for this revival and for the new mem- 
bers. It doubles the membership. Pray 
for us at Oak Park.—Mrs. Geneva 
Hardy, Clerk. 

BOWERSVILLE, Ga.—We have had 
a 3 weeks’ revival in which the Lord 
wonderfully blessed. Fourteen were 
saved, 9 sanctified, 5 filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and one added to the 
church; also, the Christians were re- 
vived. The evangelist was Rev. Hubert 
Norris, pastor of the Lavonia, Ga., 
Church of God. 

BENTON, Ill.—We have just had one 
of the best revivals this church has 
ever realized. There were 20 saved, 
20 sanctified, 20 filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and 13 added to the church. 
When we came to Benton in November, 
there were 217 members; now we have 
252. We have paid the indebtedness 
down to $717.47. (They expected to 
pay this out in March.) We are going 
to have our home-coming the first 
Sunday in May and burn the notes.— 
N. A. Jordan, Pastor. 

JOANNA, S. C.—We have had a 2 
weeks’ revival, with Rev. Clifford Em- 
mett as the evangelist. There were 8 
saved, 9 sanctified, 6 baptized with 
the Holy Ghost, and 4 added to the 
church. A total of 7 have been added 
to the church and 3 people saved in 
their homes this month. One was a 
man about 50 years old who had nev- 
er been saved before. We feel that 
more are coming into the church soon. 
—Robert A. Taylor, Pastor. 

SHELBURN, Ind.—The Lord has 
been blessing our church here in Shel- 
burn. We appreciate our pastor and 
his wife, Rev. and Mrs. C. H. Standifer. 
They have proved a blessing to the 
church and the people. We have just 
had a 3 weeks’ revival, with Rev. Ivan 
Stone, of Cincinnati, Ohio, as the 
evangelist. He really preaches under 
the anointing of the Holy Ghost. Thir- 
teen were saved, 7 sanctified, 7 filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and 3 added to 
the church, with more coming in later. 
It was a glorious revival and I am 
sure that everyone in the church was 
blessed by Brother Stone’s messages. 
—Lawrence Hanger, Clerk. 

WAHPETON, N. Dak—We have 
just had a 10-day series of meetings, 


with Rev. James B. Reesor. It is said 
by many of the old-timers here that 
Wahpeton has never seen the equal of 
these meetings. Every night something 
happened, and it was so good to see 
the saints of God revived. Sister Sande, 
of Sheboygan, Wisc., was here to help 
in the altar services, and she was es- 
pecially used of God in encouraging 
those who were seeking the baptism 
of the Holy Ghost. Several were saved 
22 baptized with the Holy Ghost, and 
3 others gloriously refilled. 

Every child of God that had even 
the slightest desire to receive a bless- 
ing was gloriously anointed by the Ho- 
ly Spirit. One lady testified that she 
was healed of cancer. One young girl 
who had suffered terribly from stom- 
ach ulcers was healed, and now can 
eat anything without ill effects. An- 
other with serious inward trouble was 
healed—the doctors had been much 
concerned about her case before this 
and there seemed to be very little that 
medical science could do for her, but, 
hallelujah! the Great Pysician took 
over and healed her instantly. Isn’t He 
wonderful! One young lady came in 
the prayer line with one leg shorter 
than the other, and after Brother 
Reesor prayed for her, her legs were 
the same length. Needless to say, she 
literally cried aloud with joy and 
praise to God. Some who had been 
crippled with arthritis, were healed. 
One lady was healed just as she 
stepped onto the platform, even be- 
fore she reached Brother Reesor. Some 
were healed in the congregation. Oh, 
it was wonderful! Words seem so help- 


less when it comes to speaking of such 


glorious experiences. 

Since the special meetings closed, 
the revival spirit has continued — 
our people. I have travelled far an 
wide; I have ministered to many con- 
gregations; yet, I say sincerely that 
never have I witnessed such love and 
devotion among the saints as prevails 
here. We are going on! Our people for 
the most part are fasting two days 
every week. Two more prayer meet- 













A REPORT BY LONG 
DISTANCE 


‘ FT. MEADE, Md.—Ft. Meade is 
> located 25 miles from Washing- 
§ ton, D. C. A church was organ- 
ized there on February 3 with 
22 members. A Sunday School 
was organized on February 10 
$ with 64 enrolled. Ten states are 
represented in this church. The 
§ -tithes for February amounted to 
$170.20.—C. H. Dean. 









ings have been added to the regular 
schedule of services every week, and 
they are always well attended. I am 
thankful for the privilege of pastor- 
ing such a fine group of people. Wah- 
peton, N. Dak., is literally ablaze with 
the glory of God.—John L. MacMullen, 
Pastor. 

FLINT, Mich.—Greetings in Jesus’ 
name. We are liking our work fine 
here in Flint. Just had a good revival, 
with Brother William Pratt, state 
youth director, as the evangelist. He 
did some wonderful preaching. Seven 
were saved, 2 baptized with the Holy 
Ghost, and 5 added to the church. 
Enclosed are 7 ——— subscriptions. 
May the good Lord bless you in His 
work.—H. C. Jenkins, Pastor. 


LYONS, Ga.—We have recently had 
a three and one-half weeks’ revival 
at the St. Matthews Church of God, 
with Rev. W. R. Shuman, of Hazle- 
hurst, Ga., doing the preaching. Four 
were saved, 4 sanctified, 2 filled with 
the Holy Ghost, and 3 added to the 
church.—Ella Ross, Pastor. 

DES MOINES, Iowa—The church 
doors were closed for a while here, 
but the state overseer and his wife 
started a Sunday School and Sunday 
morning worship. In the prayer con- 
ference it had been voted to sell the 
property, but the people began to come 
to church and put their money in the 
treasury for the church. Rev. Cox, the 
state overseer, and his wife started a 
broadcast in the church. This was a 
great help. Then Brother Buddy Tuck- 
er came to run a revival. It was sure- 
ly wonderful what God did for this 
place. The people filled the church 
every night, and the altars were full. 
Fourteen were saved, 8 sanctified, 8 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and 4 add- 
ed to the church. We praise God for 
what He is doing. Brother Tucker is 
now our pastor, and the church has 
a daily broadcast. Do continue to pray 
for the success of the church. 


MULGA, Ala.—We have just had a 
good revival at the Church of God at 
Mulga. Seventeen were saved, 14 sanc- 
tified, 7 baptized with the Holy Ghost, 
7 added to the church. Sister Burgette 
preached the first week, Brother Dud- 
ley preached the next 2 weeks, and 
Sister Burgette preached the last week. 
One lady 75 years old was saved and 
sanctified. Some were healed by the 
power of God. The church was great- 
ly blessed. We still feel the fire burn- 
ing in our souls. Brother J. E. William- 
son is our pastor—Frank R. Beck, Re- 
porter. 
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THE MORNING OF MORNINGS 
(Continued from page 5) 


company made us astonished, which 
were early at the sepulchre; and when 
they found not his body, they came, 
saying, that they had also seen a vi- 
sion of angels, which said that he was 
alive.” Luke 24:22, 23. Jesus confirms 
the statement that He is alive, and 
that for evermore. Rev. 1:18. 


CHRISTIAN EASTER 


The resurrection of Jesus upon the . 


first day of the week opened to the 
Christians a new Sabbath. Easter 
means that nothing has been left un- 
done to provide salvation full and free. 
Easter is the festival of life, as Christ- 
mas is the festival of love. “Easter is 
the Amen of God, and the Hallelujah 
of humanity.” Biochemistry, the sci- 
ence of life development, has not been 
able to tell us what LIFE is. However, 
Easter expressed LIFE in its simplicity. 
In Adam we all die; in Christ we are 
made alive. Not until Easter did men 
really live, only in sin and darkness. 
In Christ we live, move, and have our 
being. In Christ, “though we were 
dead, yet shall we live.” Life in Christ 
is hope of life in death. He is the Res- 
urrection and the Life. “Whosoever 
liveth and believeth in me shall never 
die.” The word “Easter” appears in 
the Scripture only one time; “... in- 
tending after Easter to bring him 
forth to the people,” Acts 12:4. This 
Easter refers to the Passover; however, 
this Easter was a life-saver to Peter. 
Jesus is our Passover. We still have 
a Passover, Easter, the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sin of the world. 





WHAT THE RESURRECTION MEANS 
TO A CHRISTIAN 
(Continued from page 12) 
cross was, “My God, my God, g@hy hast 
thou forsaken me!” He paid the pen- 
alty of men’s transgressions, and after 
the resurrection He carried His blood 
into the Holy of Holies, into the pres- 
ence of the Supreme Court of the 
eternal heavens. The blood of the Old 
Testament was put away, and in its 
place was the blood of Christ Jesus. 
It required only the one offering—it 
was acceptable to God! It enabled God 
to give men eternal life, a perfect re- 
demption, perfect freedom for Satan- 
enslaved men! Jesus made it possible 
for us to stand in God’s presence 
without condemnation, guilt or infer- 

iority. 

Out of the dark tomb came the light 
of the ages. Now we can understand 
John 8:12, “I am the Light of the 
world; he that followeth me shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life.” Now John 1:4 can shine 
out with radiance and show the glory 
of God, because He said in Him was 
life, and the life was the light of men. 
Jesus had the life and the light in 
Him, but it could not shine during 
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His earthly walk. Now He has given 
that light to the little light-bearers. 
The newborn children of God are to 
shine as lights in the dark corners of 
this sin-darkened, sense-knowledge 
world. The life, of which Jesus spoke 
often, was going to produce light, wis- 
dom, and ability that the world had 
never known. 

The resurrection let love loose into 
action on our behalf. It gave to man 
a new kind of love. It brought the 
only real love that man has ever 
known. There is no solution for the 
human problems outside the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ. Romans 4:25, 
“Who was delivered up for our of- 
fences, and was raised again for our 
justification.” The wars that have 
swept through the ages, and now al- 
most seem to engulf the entire world, 
would never have occurred if people 
had accepted the love that Jesus 
brought into the world and gained by 
the mighty power of the resurrection. 
Jesus gave us a new kind of life, out 
of which grows a new standard of 
living that would destroy wars, ha- 
tred, bitterness, jealousy, selfishness, 
and envy. This love that came from 
the empty tomb is the most revolu- 
tionary thing that has ever touched 
the human race. It never takes ad- 
vantage of another; it never does an 
unkind thing; it is never the partner 
of bloodshed; it gives birth to new 
creative men with God’s life. Not only 
does God impart His nature to men, 
but He actually comes into them and 
makes them His people. This love of 
God takes out of man the fear of cir- 
cumstances, the dread of old age, the 
shrinking of the weak in the presence 
of the strong. It makes all men equal; 
it makes the strong bear the burdens 
of the weak; and it makes the world 
a safe place in which to live. 


The resurrection of Jesus was the 
greatest event that ever took place, 
either in the sense realm or the spir- 
itual realm. A strange day dawned 
upon the world—it was the matchless 
day of creation. It was a wonderful 
day when Jesus was born in the man- 
ger, but it was a greater day when 
God made provision for a new crea- 
tion by the resurrection of His Son, 
Jesus Christ, who became the Head of 
this creation. The wicked men thought 
they had rid themselves of Jesus, but 
the empty tomb gave birth to millions 
of Christians, men born of the Spirit 
of God to walk upon the earth and 
display the authority of Jesus Christ! 
Jesus is the Example for all members 
of this new creation. They are to be 


overcomers, masters of circumstances, 
and all demon forces are under the 
domination of the newborn children 
of God who live under the leader- 
ship of this great King who won the 
victory through His death and resur- 
rection. ; 





THE WORLD’S GREATEST DAWN 
, (Continued from page 13) 


the great white throne for judgment. 
In the meantime the old earth has 
been renovated, and the Holy City will 
come down from God out of heaven 
prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. The Garden of Eden will be 
restored, with the blood-washed saints. 
This will be a new dawn; God’s plan 
will be completed—a perfect world of 
a perfect people. 


3. DAWN FOR THE SOUL 


The first man, Adam, was made a 
living soul; he derived life directly 
from God. The last Adam was a life- 
giving spirit. He giveth life to others. 
In the Gospel according to St. John 
1:4 is said, “In him was life; and the 
life was the light of men.” He said 
Himself, “I am come that they might 
have life, and that they might have it 
more abundantly.” Jesus said unto 
Martha, “I am the resurrection, and 
the life; he that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live; 
and whosoever liveth and believeth in 
me shall never die. Believest thou 
this?” We are told that Jesus Christ 
was as a lamb slain before the foun- 
dation of the world. Man was tested 
and failed. The sin of Adam was a 
choice between God and Satan. God 
put him in the garden with this test, 
in effect saying, “Choose whom you 
are going to obey.” He left him to ex- 
ercise his God-given free will. He 
failed. When God provided for the re- 
demption of man, He provided for it 
in such a way that men will be united 
with Him throughout eternity. I could 
make a canary bird a pet, but I could 
never make a canary bird my child. 
Why, it is of a different kind. Man 
was like God to such an extent that 
God Himself could own and claim him 
as His own. But when God provided 
for man’s redemption through Jesus 
Christ, He provided Sonship. He gives 
to man, in addition to physical life 
and spiritual life, His own divine na- 
ture. Therefore, our Lord is not 
ashamed to call us brethren. It is a 
precious thing to know that the God 
who created us provided for us new 
creation in His Son so that we could 
return to Him. 
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VALUES THAT LAST 
By Clovis G. Chappell 
Sixteen sermons on Bible-centered, thought- 
provoking themes, all close to our daily needs. 
A popular presentation of value which must 
prove lasting to* Christian living. Price $2.00. 


SERMONS ON THE LORD’S PRAYER 
By Clovis G. Chappell 
Ten sermons on the Lord’s Prayer, one of 
Jesus’ prayers of thanksgiving, and five on Jesus 
praying with His disciples. They give help to all 
in personal prayer life and aid in developing 
the devotional life of others. Price $2.00. 


GREAT NIGHTS OF THE BIBLE 
By Clarence E. Macartney 
Fifteen sermons on great events of Bible times 
which took place at night. They give the reader 
new hope in a war-weary world and lead him to 
new spiritual understanding. Price $2.00. 


ALL ABOUT THE BIBLE 
‘ By Sidney Collett 
A Popular Handbook. Tells of the Bible’s 
origin, its language, translation, canon, symbols, 
inspiration, and alleged errors and contradic- 
tions; its plan, science, and rivals—facts which 
all Christians should know. Price $2.00. 


EVANGELISTIC SERMON OUTLINES 
By John C. Jernigan 
This book consists of 200 pages, in which there 
is a storehouse of wealth and variety of materials. 
Price $1.50. 


PASTORAL SERMON OUTLINES 
By John C. Jernigan 
This book consists of 200 pages, on pastoral 
subjects. Price $1.50. 


DOCTRINAL SERMON OUTLINES 
By John C. Jernigan 
This book consists of 200 pages on doctrinal 
subjects. Price $1.50. 


A HANDFUL OF STARS 
By Frank Boreham 
The life-guiding texts of 21 valiants. William 
Penn and Michael Faraday walk side by side 
with Walter Petherick, Robinson Crusoe, Henry 
Martyn, Silas Wright, Francis d’Assisi. 


A BUNCH OF EVERLASTINGS 
By Frank Boreham 
The texts that drove this group of the world’s 
choice spirits upward—Carey, Cromwell, Wesley, 


Hugh Latimer, Spurgeon, Francis Xavier, and 


their brothers in faith and works. Price $2.00. 


ROBERT G. LEE A CHOSEN VESSEL 
By E. Schuyler English 


This book is, like the great preacher himself, 
irresistibly appealing. Price $3.50. 
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FOR THE TIME OF TEARS 
By Robert G. Lee 


Twenty soul-stirring, comforting, and sym- 
pathetic messages for funerals which have been 
presented with a marked effect by this spiritual 
man of God. These messages of comfort for all 
who are sorrowing is an excellent aid for all 
pastors who are called upon to minister in time 
of bereavement. Price $2.00. 


SNAPPY SERMON STARTERS 
By Paul E. Holdcraft 


Stimulating sermon texts and themes. 150 
pages. Price $1.00. 


PREACHING WITHOUT NOTES 
By Clarence C. Macartney 


A thorough discussion of preaching to con- 
vert people to the will of God through Christ. 
Contains many useful aids to make sermons 
effective. Price $2.00. 


CHAPPELL’S SPECIAL DAY SERMONS 
By Clovis G. Chappell 
Sixteen forceful sermons for special days 
throughout the year. The texts are unusual but 
highly appropriate and the illustrations are very 
effective. Price $2.00. 


THE CHRISTIAN TEACHER 
By Clarence H. Benson 
A new book by a recognized educator of this 
generation. Every pastor, Sunday School teacher 
and superintendent can make excellent use of 
this book in becoming better able to help those 
they teach. 288 pages. Cloth. Price $3.00. 


TECHNIQUES GF A WORKING CHURCH 
By Clarence A. Benson 


The work of the church is the largest, the 
most important, and the most permanent busi- 
ness on earth. It should be as efficiently or- 
ganized and effectively administered as any 
successful business enterprise. Covered in this 
practical and thorough volume are such phases 
as the board of overseers, the training program, 
extension work and the financial system. 266 
pages. Cloth. Price $2.75. 


NEW TRAINING FOR SERVICE 
By C. J. Sharp 


A down-to-date, practical first-year training 
textbook suited to the average teacher— a book 
that will lead to a good general knowledge of 
the Bible and how to teach it. Forty lessons on 
the Bible—how to read it, study it, and teach 
it, with a simple, brief and entirely new plan for 
training and inspiring teachers. Ideal for week- 
night classes, groups of women meeting in the 
afternoon, or for training groups meeting dur- 
ing the Sunday-School hours. Price, each, 45c; 


per dozen, $4.50. 
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